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The environmental aspects in the developmemt of
China s West

HU Ning-jing, HUANG Peng

(1. Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu 610059, Sichuan, China; 2.
Chengd u Institute of Geology and Mineral Resources, Chengdu 610082, Sichuan,
China)

Abstract: The environmental aspects of the economic development in China especially
in western China are discussed in the light of the internal and external results of re-
search on the relationship between the economic development and environmental de-
struction. The vast area of China s West may be divided, according to natural and ge-
ographical conditions, into three geographical provinces. The possible environmental

problems and solutions are also presented referenced to the natural and geographical
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conditions, distribution of mineral resources and industrial structure in individual
provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities of western China.
Key words: grand strategy for the development of China’ s West; economic develop-

ment; environmental aspect
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Fig. 1 Sketch toshow the shift of economic focuses in China from 1978 to 1996 (after Zhou M inliang, 2000)
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Fig. 2 Inverted U-shaped Kuznets curves showing the relation-
ship between economic development and environmental pollution at

different levels of economic development ( after Li Jianxin, 2000)

Kuznets



106

(3)
@ ;@ 16 ;@
Kuznets U 7
Kuznets ’
> . 1980 1976
’ ‘ »u ‘ 7 , Kuznets
) i ’ ’ , Kuznets
; , ( 2.
90 , ,
10% ,
2~3 50%
; 80 .90
( D.
( . ) 1995. 1996
( 27 3) . 13 ”» GDP ’
@ ,
( 3,



2001 (3)

107

1

Table 1 The relationship between the economic growth rates and environmental pollution in China
over the past decade
GDP /% GDP/ , , ,

1991 9.2 1879 2358687 84653 58759

1993 13.5 2939 2194919 93423 61708

1995 10. 5 4854 2218943 107478 64474

1996 9.6 5576 2058881 111196 65897

1997 8.8 6079 1883296 113378 65749

1998 7.8 6392 1712355 110807 63648

2

Table 2 The relationship between average GDP and environmental pollution in individual provinces,

autonomous regions and municipalities of China

20

GDP/ GDP/

5634 0. 40 6834 0. 44
15044 0.75 4032 0.38
12270 0. 67 5112 0. 42
5345 0. 50 4130 0.36
4220 0. 61 9513 0.42
4259 0. 40 4081 0.33
7730 0.71 5500 0.27
5163 0. 48 3763 0.35
6468 0. 46 2093 0.36
22275 0. 95 3715 0.32
8447 0. 45 3313 0.38
9455 0.41 2901 0.37
3881 0. 39 3748 0.28
8136 0. 36 3731 0. 49
3715 0.39 5167 0.35

(1997); L« (1999)”,
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Fig.3 Diagram show ing the relationship between average G DP
and environmental pollution in individual provinces, autonomous

regions and municipalities of China (after Li Jianxin, 2000)
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